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This Flames of War Company represents
units from the 5th SS Panzer Division
Wiking, occupied in fighting around the city
of Kovel (Kowel) in the spring of 1944,
specifically those units involved in

QH%%P@e'"SSEUiIt around forces assighed

to Untersturmfurhrer Jensen, a Dutch
volunteer, whose company was responsible
for seizing the village of Horodelec and
blocking the Soviet’s crossing point on the
Turja River.
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On 26 April, Standartenfuhrer
Muhlenkamp received the following
assighment: in cooperation with an
infantry group, his units were to advance
from the southern approaches of Kovel to
Hill 189 along the rail line to Lubliniec,
then swing toward the southeast, take Hill
193.3 and barricade the Soviet’s crossing
over the Turja River near Korodelc. The
purpose of the operation was to disrupt
Soviet plans for an offensive against
Kopet

Muhlenkamp
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“Attention, Horodelec ahead! We are going to

try and seize it quickly. All tanks follow me in
single file. Fire as soon as targets become
visible, not before. Forward!” Radioed
Untersturmfuhrer Jensen.

The tanks advanced, moving faster and faster,
and drove toward the village; machine guns and
antitank rifles opened fire, but without effect.

“Keep going, don’t stop!”

The tanks rumbled on, reaching the outskirts of
the village and found themselves facing a lone

rantitark-gomrrteirwaspromptiy-cresyoyed.

Driving down the broad village street, the tanks came
to a square; from there the tank commanders suddenly
saw along column of trucks with 12 limbered antitank
guns preparing to drive toward the Turja River
crossing.

The first shell blew off one pair of the truck’gal%%gllrseé)ﬂhtn%%ahg%ké halt. After an intense fire-
fight the remaining gun crew surrendered, one tank remained on guard. Untersturmfuhrer Jensen
led the remaining tanks toward the river crossing. Jensen rolled past an abandoned transport
column to reach the crossing, at that point he knocked out the lead trucks in front of the bridge; the
Turja crossing had been barricaded. The operation was a success; the attack’s objective —to
destroy the strongpoints needed by the enemy for a further drive into the city — had been achieved.
No fewer than 43 heavy antitank guns had been destroyed or captured, as well as six light antitank
guns, seven heavy mortars, four infantry guns, 18 antitank rifles, 28 trucks, three light anti-aircraft
guns, 25 panye wagons, three tanks and countless small arms. The enemy had suffered serious
setbacks which made it painfully obvious that the defenders of Kovel were not a spent force.




Jeremey Harder
5th SS Panzer Division Wiking
River of Heroes

Headquarters, Il Battalion, SS Panzer Regiment Wiking;
8th Company, Panzer Regiment Wiking;
66th Flak Regiment

*Andrew, Stephen and Nigel Thomas. The German Army 1939-49 (3), Eastern Front 1941-1943. Osprey
Publishing Ltd., 1999

*Andrew, Stephen and Nigel Thomas. The German Army 1939-49 (4), Eastern Front 1943-1945. Osprey
Publishing Ltd., 1999

«Ailsby, Christopher. Waffen-SS, The lllustrated History, 1923-1945. MBI Publishing Company, 2000
*Butler, Rupert. SS-Wiking: The History of the Fifth SS Division 1941-45. Amber Books Ltd., 2002
*Fey, Will. Armor Battles of the Waffen-SS, 1943-45. J.J. Fedorowicz Publishing, Inc., 1990

*Kurowski, Franz. Panzer Aces Il: Battle Stories of German Tank Commanders of WWII. J.J. Fedorowicz
Publishing, Inc., 2000

*Mitcham, Samuel W. German Order of Battle Volume Three: Panzer, Panzer Grenadier, and Waffen-SS
Divisions in WWII. Stackpole Books, 2007.

*Mitcham, Samuel W. The German Defeat in the East 1944-45. Stackpole Books, 2001.

*Ripley, Tim. Steel Storm: Waffen-SS Panzer Battles on the Eastern Front 1939-1945. MBI Publishing
Company, 2000

*Strassner, Peter. European Volunteers: 5 SS Panzer Division Wiking. J.J. Fedorowicz Publishing, 1988

*German War Machine — Magazine of the German Army of WW I
http://www.germanwarmachine.com/index.htm

*The ARMOR Site!
http://www.fprado.com/armorsite/main.html

*Achtung Panzer
http://www.achtungpanzer.com/panzer.htm

*Axis History Factbook
http://www.axishistory.com/

*World War Il Vehicles and Advanced Squad Leader
http://www.wwiivehicles.com/

*Feldgrau.com — The German Armed Forces 1919-1945
http://www.feldgrau.com/

eEarth Station 1
http://www.earthstationl.com/wwii.html

sLone Sentry: Photographs, Documents, and Research on WWII
http://www.lonesentry.com/



http://www.germanwarmachine.com/index.htm
http://www.fprado.com/armorsite/main.html
http://www.achtungpanzer.com/panzer.htm
http://www.axishistory.com/
http://www.wwiivehicles.com/
http://www.feldgrau.com/
http://www.earthstation1.com/wwii.html
http://www.lonesentry.com/wwii.html

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3

